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HE energy cisis is Jooming
across the globe and so are the §5-
stes of pollution, environmen-
tal hazards, weather imbalance,
andmore commonly the dread-
ed word'Global Warmiagl Recently, we
had 'some interesting comments from a

" prominentleaderinthe s onndia. inthe,

While for
some, climate
change will
mean smaller
cars and

houses, for
others it will
mean a second
meal.Itisa
changeof
lifestyle for
both sets
of people,

context of curbs on emissions, it was said
“no one will get a free ride”. Thereby im-
plying India too will have to accept qurbs
en emissions, That was reminiscent of the

1§ blaming the spuri inIndian and Chi- -

vese dietary habits for rising food prices.
“Better dietary habils” inddentally means
that 200 million more Indfans now have
started eatinga second iealt - )

As compared 1¢ India, the United
States, in absolute terms, consumes abouz
six times more energy, has five tines

. more emissidns, consumes ten times

mote foed and that too; o pamper a pop-
ulation which is less than cae-third that
of India’s. Indta not only has a right but an
obligation to properly feed all its people.
She has a right to provide a certain basic
dignity of life to all its ditizenis, The defins-
tian of basic digaity/quality of life is lear-
ly spelt out by the UN in the Millennium
Develapment Goals, aswell as by the pov-
emment of ndia. -

The Indian development agenda covers
fundamental issues such as reducing the

- paverty ratic by I 5. percentage point? by

2012, reducing the infant mortality rate to
28 per 1,000]ive births by 2012, electricity
for 21l by 2012, Increasing forest cover to
33% by 2012, all children to complete Bve
yearsof schooling by 2007 (notachieved),
and so on. Bach one of these very basic de-
velopment ohjectives needs energy.

By now it is well accepted that global
warning isindeed happerting. Itis accept-
ed that the world can at best accept anoth-
er 2 degee Celsius rise in temperature, To
achieve the 2 degree temperature tise ob-
jective, global emissions will bave tobe re-
duced in absolute terms by alnost 40%.
Purther, all his needs to be dene witkin
the next 15 w 20 years.

Now if coumitries like India have a com-
pelling case to copsume more energy and
thereby cause more etnissicns, thensome-
oac else (espedally developed nations
suich as the United States and Furope) m
the world will have to accept very deep
cuig in energy consumption te- reduce
emissions. If India and Chita are unable o -
reduce their emissions then the US and
Eurcpe will have tomakea reducton ofal-
1305t 60% to 70% in their emissions!

** Such deeg cals cannot be achieved by
technological soluticns within the given
time fraine. A deepreduction in emissions

can thén ondy be achleved by a significant.
reduction in erlergy consumption: This, in .

tum; will have a direct impact on life style.

‘We have seen anything but a teinpering
of lifestyle in the US to combat climate
¢hange. "The cars are getting only bigger,

" defence spending Is only ballooning and

conswopion i only increasing, One
wondersif there is any comumitment toad-
dress the dimate change issueln theUS at
the prass-roois level. : .

Can the political leadership introduce a
tax on gaseline to curbeor ston? Can

thesale of §UVs be banned? Can peoplebe”

made to Jlive In.nere modest-sized
homes? That is where polides in thie Unit-

ed States comes in. There have neverbeen
s0 many pesple living on nurplanetatone
thme. Over the years, we bave come 1o
equate development and progress with
material consumption. We have devel-
oped a global econumic system that i3
based on perpetual economic growth.

Unless we can find a way of econoinic
growih without consuming more carbon-
based energy. we are caught in a trap. It is
time weasked ourselves the basic question
“Why dowe need growth?” Growth needs
to bave a purpose. The only thing that
grows without a purpose isa cancer cell.

Iz India, we have argised that we need
growth to get us cut of poverty. Cur pur-
pose for growth, therelore, is the elimina-
lion of poverty. We in India have argued
that even though we are the sixth largest
emitters in the world and our emissions
will inctease by 92% over the next 10
years, OUF per capita consumption are way
below the rest of the world.

- The per capita argument Wwould be ten-

ableif the distribution of energy consump-
tion / emissions would be uniform, across
afl our pepulatien. Greenpeace has stated
that the top 1% of our population in India
has per capita emissions which. are 4.5
times that of the bottore 38%. About 150
million Indians already have emission lev-
els which are higher than thé acceptable
target levels to meet the 2.Celsius degree
globil temperature tise mark. -
Indian power plants currently emit
twa fimeés CO2 per unit as compared to
those in Burope. Most of our plans to in-
crease power generation are based on
coal, which § the worst fuel in terms of
carhon emissions. We also know that cur-
rently more than 400 million people do
fiot et reliable electricity. Load shedding

s most severe in ruzal areas where more
than 70% of our people live. This implies
that most of cur current povrer genera-
tion caters 1o only a litfle more than ha¥f
cur populaticn. .

How do we then in India ensure that
our basic prerise to inskt on our right to
emitmore is actually me1? Howdo we en-
sure that energy consumption is more
evenly spread?

Bven within India, therefore, there is 2
case for the elite to temper their energy
consumpton. The affluent few in India
cannot take advantage of the large number
of poor to show a low “per capita” con-
sumption and continue to consumme large
armounts of energy.

Global warming is indeed 2 serieus and
an interesting probleri. 1t is one of fhose
great levelling factors where everyone has
become equal. ¥t is fordng the werld to

come together to salve the problem. Itis

alse fordng the gap Between the *haves”

and “have-nots” to be reduced. The devel-

-oped wetld will need to demonstrate far

greater commitmend to combat climate
change before preaching to countsies like
dia. This commitment needs to be seen

"in the tempering of life style of its people.

Gimmicks Jike switching off lights fer one
hour in a year do not construe a change in
life style. People will actually need tomake
saciflces and give up on fuxuiries.

" The develeped world alschas an obliga-
tion to make available energy efficient and

- renewable technology at affordable prices

to countries like India, to enable elimina-
tion of peverty. Countrieslike India, on'the
other hand, will need 1o plan a tempering
ofenergy consumption by the'affluent and
an efficient increase In energy consump-

tion for the impoverished. This too will

ALANKAR

- need strong leadership. Will cur urban

youth, whoare just about beginning to get
a taste of luxuries, be willing 1o sacrifice
their desires? Will the hoardrooms in India
be willing to accept lesser refirzzs in the jn-
terest of global w: ?

This is where leadership in India will
have to play arole.

Climate change is moreabout change in
life style than about technology, While for
some It will mean smaller cars and houses,
for others it will mean a second meal, It isa
change of life style for both pecple. In the
words of Gandhiji “there is enough for
everyman‘sneedbut notengughforevery
man’s greed”, Hopefully someone is work-
ing om that econormic model, which #s not
based on greed (or should one say “perpet-
ual growth”?).
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