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dedicated conservation initiative
from the house of Tatas, the salt-to-
software conglomerate.
found in great numbers in the rivers
that oniginate in the Himalayan and
the Sahyadni ranges.
But as time passes, things changed

drastically for the “tiger of freshwater”.

“In the seventies, we came to know
from locals that in Indrayani river, the
fish number is reducing,” says Vivek
Vishwasrao, Head, Biodiversity Tata
Power.Vishwasrao says that the causes
for the numbers to dwindle were

e ofindunti
pollutants in rivers and lakes, degrada-
tion of condition of the fish’s
environment, indiscriminate fishing
of brood stock, impact of big projects,
species and population pressure on
resources. To help the fish, Tata Power
has been running the Mahseer conser

hill ranges between Mumbai and Pune
involves Deccan Mahseer (or Blue Fin
Mahseer) and Golden Mahseer.

To give momentum to the initiative,
the company pioneered a breeding fa-
cility at Walwan (also spelt Walvhan or

><1 Valvan).“In our hatcheries, we breed

vation programme, ‘Act for Mahseer’,
for the last four decades.

“We started in a small way but today
itis one of the most successful conser-

vation programmes,” says Vishwasrao
— In a span of one year, the campaign
was successfully posiioned as India's
i AT
after “Save the Tiger'.
The conservation project located
off the Walwan Dam in the Lonavia

the fish and supply it across the coun-
ry for introduction in lakes and rivers,”
he said. In four decades, over |3 million
fertilized eggs have been obtained and
over seven milllion fingerlings have
been sent out.

Last year, Tata Power distributed
around 6.5 lakh fingerlings tovarious
fisheries boards across the country and
other agencies— and the result was
that India had the highest number of
Mahseer Even with all dus
effort, the fish still figures in the “en-
dangered” species list of International
Union for Conservation of Nature
(TUCN).

The Mahseer health is linked to the
health of big rivers like the Ganga.

With ‘Save Ganga’ movement pick-
ing up, one expects Mahseer to be able
to reap the benefits of the programme.



