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Conservation project helps
revive Mahseer in rivers
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Pune: A four-decade-old conser-
vation project has enabled the
return of Mahseer in Indrayani
river. Experts say the endemic
fish, which can only be found in
clean waters, was not spotted in
the river since the 1970s. Howev-
er; after a successful project was
initiated in 2010, the fish has
been spotted again in its waters.

The Indrayani river conser-
vation project is one among sev-
eral projects, started by the state
fisheries department and Tata
Power in 1971, included setting
up a Mahseer hatchery at Wal-
wan, Lonavla. Till date, the
hatchery has supplied 13.5 lakh
fish to various states and has the
capacity to hatch over five lakh
eggs at a time. Over the last 40
years, more than 1.3 crore fertil-
ised eggs have been obtained
from the facility and over 7 mil-
lion Mahseer fingerlings have
been produced.

n 1970, C V RKulkarni, the di-
rector of fisheries in Maharash-
tra, collaborated with Tata Pow-
er employees S Moolgaonkar
and S P Manaktala to start the
conservation project. The first
batch of 14,000 eggs was brought
to the hatchery to be artificially
fertilised. Today the same
hatchery breeds nearly 2.5 to 3
lakh fish every year.

HOW THE HATCHERY WORKS
» The Lonavla hatchery has which is necessary to bring
evolved the flow-through the eggs to maturity
method, which involves » Healthy eggs remain
keeping the eggs in flowing transparent while foul eggs
water to simulate conditions turn opague. The eggs are
of the wild checked daily and foul eggs

» Eggs are obtained from an
adult female, aged three years
and above

» Eight trays are floated ina
rectangular cement tank.

Each tray can accommodate
30,000 eggs 7 _
» The tank has a direct water
sprinkling system that ensures
the water is kept oxygenated,

foon =

are individually removed using
a dropper

» Eggs hatch into 1-5 cm long
fries in three to four days

» Consignments that are
released include fish aged
between three to nine months.
The remaining fish are
released into the six lakes near
the hatchery

Lonavla’s

weather
conditions are ideal for
breeding Mahseer. It
needs a temperature
between 24 and 30
degrees celsius to breed.
Moreover, the water
quality here is good. In
the wild, it only breeds
between July and
August. Here, we are
able to breed it in March
as well
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