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Timings

BENGALURU

SUNDAY, AUG. 09

RISE 06:07 SET 18:44

RISE 02:12 SET 15:42

MONDAY, AUG. 10

RISE 06:07 SET 18:43

RISE 03:18 SET 16:44

TUESDAY, AUG. 11

RISE 06:07 SET 18:43

RISE 04:24 SET 17:41
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DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify
and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy
themselves about the veracity of an advertise-
ment before responding to any published in
this newspaper. THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD., the
Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not
vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement
or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can the
Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s,
Employees of this newspaper/company be held
responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever
for any claims and/or damages for advertise-
ments in this newspaper.

Bengaluru is buzzing with
civic action on the ground,
be it special drives clearing
footpaths, garbage or
abandoned vehicles, earn-
ing both praise and criti-
cism. 

The man at the forefront
of these drives is the new
Greater Bengaluru Deve-
lopment Minister Krishna
Byre Gowda. Readers can
ask questions to Mr. Gowda
on August 13 as he partici-
pates in The Hindu’s inte-
ractive programme
‘THTalksBengaluru.’ A six-
time MLA, elected four
times from Byatarayanapu-
ra in Bengaluru, Mr. Gow-
da has earlier held key
portfolios of Revenue,
Agriculture and Rural De-

velopment and Panchayat
Raj. For the �rst time, he
holds the key to Bengalu-
ru, as civic polls will hope-
fully be held at least this
year. Readers can submit
their questions to the Mi-
nister via email to thtalks-
bengaluru@thehin-
du.co.in on August 13
before 12 p.m. Further de-
tails will be shared soon.

#THTalksBengaluru:
Ask your question to
Krishna Byre Gowda

Krishna Byre Gowda
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T
he Karnataka go-
vernment has con-
stituted the Urban

Mobility Mission Commit-
tee for Bengaluru
(UMMCB) under the chair-
manship of Home Minister
Priyank Kharge to bring va-
rious government agen-
cies, private mobility oper-
ators, technology
companies, experts, and
citizen groups onto a com-
mon platform to tackle the
city’s growing tra�c and
mobility challenges.

According to an order is-
sued by the government on
Saturday, the committee
has been formed to deve-
lop an integrated, e�cient,
sustainable, and technolo-
gy-driven urban mobility
system for Bengaluru. The
committee will include ad-
ditional chief secretaries
and senior o�cers of de-
partments concerning ur-
ban mobility.

The committee will fo-
cus on integrating public
and private transport, �rst-
and last-mile connectivity,

and pedestrian infrastruc-
ture while using data-dri-
ven interventions to re-
duce congestion. 

The committee also en-
visages preparing a uni�ed
Bengaluru Mobility Action
Plan, identifying conges-
tion-prone roads and junc-
tions, developing a Benga-
luru Mobility Dashboard,
and establishing a data-
sharing system. It will also
work on pedestrian and cy-

cling infrastructure and
connectivity around me-
tro, bus, and suburban rail-
way stations.

“The city’s rapid growth
has resulted in worsening
tra�c congestion, longer
travel times, inadequate
�rst- and last-mile connec-
tivity, parking problems,
uncoordinated public tran-
sport systems, and increas-
ing pressure on road
space,” the government or-

der said, adding that it was
also a�ecting the city’s pro-
ductivity, economic e�-
ciency, and quality of life
of citizens.

7 working groups
Seven working groups
have been constituted to
focus on tra�c manage-
ment and road safety, pu-
blic transport integration,
�rst- and last-mile connec-
tivity, corporate and tech-

nology cluster mobility,
digital mobility and data,
urban freight and delivery
mobility, and infrastruc-
ture and roadworks
coordination.

The UMMCB will meet
every three months, while
its working groups will
meet quarterly. Progress
reports will be submitted
every three months, with
an annual report to be sub-
mitted to the State
government.

Private players too
A wide range of private
mobility and logistics
players have also been
brought into the institu-
tional framework. Repre-
sentatives of Namma Yatri,
MoveInSync, Uber, Rapi-
do, and Ola will be part of
the committee. It will also
include hotel, school, and
college associations, autor-
ickshaw and taxi associa-
tions, employee transport
services, and parking tech-
nology companies. 

Delivery and logistics
companies will also be part
of the committee. Technol-
ogy and employment

hubs, including the Outer
Ring Road Companies As-
sociation, Manyata Tech
Park, White�eld, Electron-
ics City, ITPL/ITPB, Bag-
mane Tech Park, and Em-
bassy Tech Village, will
also have representatives
on the committee. 

IISc, IIIT-B, and IIMB,
besides civil society organ-
isations working on road
safety and sustainable
transport, have also been
included.

“The key objective of
this mission is to bring all
relevant institutions, the
private sector, technology
companies, experts, and
citizens onto a common
platform and develop com-
prehensive solutions in-
stead of taking isolated
measures to address Ben-
galuru’s mobility challeng-
es,” Mr. Kharge said.

“The committee will al-
so work on improving
commuter safety, reliabili-
ty, and connectivity and
developing solutions for
major employment hubs
such as the ORR, Manyata
Tech Park, White�eld, and
Electronics City,” he said.

Govt. sets up UMMCB to tackle tra�c issues

UMMCB will focus on integrating public and private transport, first-

and last-mile connectivity, and pedestrian infrastructure while using

data-driven interventions to reduce congestion.  FILE PHOTO 

Urban Mobility Mission Committee for Bengaluru aims to develop an integrated, e�cient, sustainable, and tech-driven urban mobility system for city
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On Friday night, the police contacted Mahesh and
informed him that a body had been found inside
his sister’s house and was in a skeletal condition.
Subsequent tests con�rmed that the remains were
those of Dakshayani.

Mahesh told the police that he had no suspicion
of anyone in connection with his sister’s death
and requested that the necessary legal procedures
be completed to enable the family to perform her
last rites. 

The police are conducting further proceedings
to ascertain the circumstances and the approxi-
mate time of her death.

Skeletal remains of
woman found 

From Page One

With Ganesh Chaturthi ap-
proaching, the Greater
Bengaluru Authority (GBA)
has prohibited the produc-
tion, sale and immersion of
Ganesh idols made of plas-
ter of Paris (POP) and other
non-biodegradable mate-
rials across the city.

The civic body has also
barred the immersion of

idols painted with
chemical paints containing
heavy metals in lakes,
wells, and other water
sources. 

Special Commissioner
(Forest, Environment and
Climate Change) Sushama
Godbole has asked the
Commissioners of the �ve
corporations to enforce
the restrictions. Those vio-
lating the directions will
face legal action. 

POP idols of Lord Ganesha
banned ahead of Chaturthi
The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Two people were killed
and 25 injured after a Kera-
la State Road Transport
Corporation (KSRTC) bus
bound for Bengaluru top-
pled after ramming a
signboard on the Bengalu-
ru-Mysuru highway near
Avaragere Gate in Bengalu-
ru South district on
Saturday.

The deceased have been
identi�ed as Mithilesh and
Arun Kumar, the conduc-
tor and driver, respective-
ly. Both were from Kerala
and in their 40s. A senior
o�cer from Bidadi told
The Hindu that one of the
25 injured is in a critical
condition after su�ering
severe head injuries.

The o�cer said the inci-
dent occurred at around
6.30 a.m., when the bus
veered to its left and
crashed into a directional
signboard before toppling.

A passenger alerted the
police, following which the
Bidadi police, along with
the �re department,
launched a rescue
operation.

“A few of the passengers
had managed to step out,
while a few others had to
be rescued. Soon, they
were sent to nearby hospi-
tals,” the o�cer said, ad-
ding that many had suf-
fered severe injuries to

their hands, legs, and up-
per body but were out of
danger.

The o�cer said the driv-
er may have felt drowsy as
the vehicle had veered too
far to the side, indicating a
loss of control. 

However, a detailed
probe has been launched.
The Bidadi police have re-
gistered an FIR under the
BNS section dealing with
death by negligence.

Two killed, 25 injured as Kerala
SRTC bus crashes into signboard 
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According to the police, the incident occurred at around 6.30 a.m. 

A proposal to establish a
‘Citizen Help Centre’,
where residents of the East
City Corporation can sub-
mit their applications and
complaints at a single loca-
tion and monitor them un-
til the issue is resolved, was
discussed at a meeting
chaired by Commissioner
D.S. Ramesh on Saturday.
The proposed system, he
said, will help citizens to
submit applications and
complaints relating to va-
rious civic departments at
a single location.

The Commissioner said
the system would accept
complaints submitted not
only through direct visits
to the o�ce, but also
through post, email, calls,
WhatsApp and social me-
dia, before forwarding
them to the concerned de-
partments for action. 

A system will be intro-

duced to provide a unique
acknowledgement number
for every application and
complaint submitted by ci-
tizens, while documents
submitted along with ap-
plications will be scanned
and digitally recorded, Mr.
Ramesh said, adding that
the help centre will not
end with receiving a com-
plaint and forwarding it to
the department con-
cerned. “A system will be
put in place to continuous-
ly monitor the progress of
each complaint until the is-
sue is fully resolved,” he
added. 

The meeting also dis-
cussed establishing a 24-
hour control room to sup-
port the functioning of the
Citizen Help Centre. The
control room will imme-
diately forward applica-
tions and complaints re-
ceived from the public to
the departments con-
cerned and continuously
monitor their progress. 

East corporation plans
single-window centre
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The Bengaluru police have
arrested four people for al-
legedly assaulting a deliv-
ery executive in northeast-
ern Bengaluru’s Yelahanka
Fourth Phase in the early
hours of Saturday.

The delivery executive
has been identi�ed as Ba-
savaraj. The police did not
disclose the names of the
accused, including two wo-
men, but revealed that
they are in their mid 20s,
hail from Bihar, and were
residing in Yelahanka
Fourth Phase. They had

moved to the city for
studies. 

An FIR has been �led at
Yelahanka New Town Pol-
ice Station under relevant
sections of Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita.

According to the police,
the incident unfolded near
Vivekananda Park around
4 a.m. when Basavaraj was
en route to deliver an on-
line order. 

“When Basavaraj was
passing by, the two women
were standing near the
park talking to each other.
He felt that they were
mocking him. He then ap-
proached them to ask what

they had said, following
which a �ght broke out,”
an o�cer investigating the
case told The Hindu.

The police said the wo-
men and Basavaraj argued.
Subsequently, the women
called two of their friends
for backup, while Basava-
raj also called his friend.
The friends of the women,
who are the other two ac-
cused, arrived, and a �ght
broke out.

When Basavaraj’s friend
came to his aid, the ac-
cused allegedly assaulted
him as well before �eeing
from the spot. 

A video of the incident

was widely shared on so-
cial media, garnering pu-
blic attention.

Basavaraj also claimed
that the accused assaulted
him when he asked them
to speak in Kannada, as he
does not understand
Hindi. 

However, the investiga-
tor in the case told The

Hindu that this was only a
claim and that the accused
would be questioned re-
garding it. For now, the
preliminary police probe
suggests that a misunder-
standing led to the inci-
dent, but further inquiry is
ongoing.

4 held for assaulting delivery executive
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The Railway Board has ac-
corded in-principle appro-
val for the CBTC signalling
and train control system
for Namma Metro’s Pink
Line (Reach-6) as well as
the entire Blue Line –
Phase 2A and 2B extending
up to the Kempegowda In-
ternational Airport.

The approval is a key
milestone towards com-
missioning the Pink Line
between Kalena Agrahara
and Tavarekere. Signi�-
cantly, the same approval
also covers the Blue Line
from Central Silk Board to
Kempegowda Internation-
al Airport.

Timely testing
While the signalling clea-
rance was a pending
milestone for the Pink
Line, for the Blue Line, it
has been secured well in
advance of its proposed
commissioning, facilitating
timely testing and safety
certi�cation, said a press
release.

In-principle
approval 
for CBTC
signalling
system given
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BMTC has recovered 165 acres of its properties,
which were encroached, over the last two years.
Lands recovered are in Hancharahalli (Mandur),
Huchanapalya (Dasanapura), Hirandahalli
(Hoskote), Totagere (Hesaraghatta), Kengeri,
Bhyrathi and Kannur. The corporation further
said it has registered 10 cases. BMTC said the
drive will continue under the leadership of
managing director and director (security and
vigilance). BMTC said that o�cials have been told
to keep an eye on encroachments and clear them
at the earliest. 

BMTC recovers 165 acres 
of its encroached land
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