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ANOTHER FATAL MISHAP AT INFRA PROJECT SITE

2 workers fall to death from
crane at site for coastal road

Pratip Acharya &
Mohamed Thaver
Mumbai, May 2

IN THE second mishap within
aweekat an infrastructure pro-
ject site of the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC),
two workerslost their lives after
falling from an industrial gan-
try crane at a casting yard site
for the Mumbai Coastal Road
Project (Phase 2) in Mira Bhay-
ander area.

A casting yard is an indus-
trial facility where concrete seg-
ments like pillars, bouldersand
piers are constructed for an in-
frastructure project.

Saturday’s incident took
place days after a police con-
stable lost his life when a por-
tion of a construction rig fell on
him at a flyover construction
site on Sion-Panvel highway in
Mumbai’s eastern suburbs. Be-
forethat, on February 14, aslab
of the parapet wall on the vi-
aduct ofa Metro line in Mulund
fell atop a rickshaw and a car,
killing one and injuring three.
Thelatestincident in aseries of
such mishaps exposes a pattern
of safety negligence at sites of
government authoritiessuch as
the BMC and MMRDA.

Bhayander police station
senior inspector Jitendra
Kamble said that a platform at-
tached to the crane where the
labourers were working col-
lapsed around 1 pm in Bhay-

The gantry crane from which the workers fell to their death. express

ander (West), severely injuring
Raghunath Das (38) and Kanha
Singh (45). They were rushed to
hospital where they were de-
clared dead.

The BMC has initiated a
safety audit of all casting yards
and construction sites of the
Coastal Road project.

According to BMC, the two
victims were responsible for as-
sembling the gantry crane, a
tall structure with A-shaped
legs on both sides supportinga
horizontal beam at the top.

Woman who confronted
BJP minister over traffic
jam thanks people, says

‘don’t politicise incident’

Express News Service
Mumbai, May 2

BREAKING HER silence for the
first time after a video of her
confronting Maharashtra Min-
ister Girish Mahajan in Mum-
bai went viral, Teena
Choudhry, 50, has identified
herself and thanked people for
theirsupport, while urging that
the incident not be politicised.

The video, filmed during a
BJP protest march on April 21,
showed Choudhry objecting to
traffic disruption allegedly
caused by the rally.

Choudhry, a former televi-
sion actress and a resident of
Prabhadevi, is married to Bol-
lywood director Robbie Grewal.

On Saturday, Choudhry is-
sued adetailed video statement
describing the events leading
uptothe confrontation, saying
she was repeatedly ignored for
over an hour before the situ-
ation escalated.

“Hello, I am sure many of
you have seen the video of the
BJP Nari Shakti Abhiyan rally.
The woman wearing a black
cap. That woman is me. My
nameisTeena Choudhry,and I
am sending this message to
clarify a few things,” she said.

Addressing concerns about
her safety, she added: “I have
received many messages re-
garding my safety. I want to as-
sure you that I'm fine, and I
truly appreciate the concern.”

Recounting the events,
Choudhry said she had gone to
pick up her daughter from a
music class and repeated ap-
peals to police personnel to
clear the road went un-
answered.

“I'went to every single po-
lice officer. I received no reac-

Teena Choudhry. riLe

tion, no response. Nobody
heard me,” she said.

Referring to amoment cap-
tured in the viral video, she
added: “I threw that bottle on
the ground only to attract the
attention of the police.”

She said her exchange with
Mahajan took place after a pro-
longed delay, as concern for her
daughter grew. According to
Choudhry, Mahajan was the
only person who responded.

“Mr Mahajan was actually
the only person in that rally
who atleast tried to hear what I
wassaying. On his instructions,
the two buses were moved, and
we were finally able to join the
mainroad,” she said.

These cranes are used for lifting
heavy concrete segments for
bridges and moving large ma-
chinery and materials.

The two workers had
climbed on to a platform 35-
feet above the ground for carry-
ing out routine inspections. A
civic official said suddenly the
platform collapsed, and they
fell on the ground. Officials said
the workers were wearing
safety belts. “The gantry crane
was still not in operation as it
was still being assembled. The

The City

workers were wearing safety
belts when the mishap hap-
pened,” an official told The In-
dian Express.

The two workers were
rushed to Temba Hospital where
they were declared dead. While
Singh was from Jalandhar, Das
was from Kalyanpur in Odissa.

The coastal road is one of
BMC’sambitious infrastructure
projects pegged at a cost of Rs
30,000 crore. The 30-km-long
high-speed corridor is set to
connect Versova in the western
suburbs of Mumbai with Bhay-
ander in the Mumbai Metro-
politan Region (MMR).

Following the incident, the
civic administration has or-
dered an inquiry along with
two independent safety audits.
Civic officials said the contrac-
tor will pay compensation to
the two workers.

Speaking to The Indian Ex-
press, Abhijit Bangar, addi-
tional municipal commissioner
(projects), said the BMC has ap-
pointed Veermata Jijabai Tech-
nological Institute to carry out
asafety audit at the project site.

“A delegation of structural
engineers will carry out a safety
audit at the place of incident to-
morrow (Sunday) and on Mon-
day. Following which they will
submit a report and it is on its
basisthe extent of penalty will be
decided andlevied. For thetime
being all work on this site has
been put on hold,” Bangar said.

FDA: No adulteration in
watermelon; cause of
deaths remain unclear

Purnima Sah
Mumbai, May 2

DAYS AFTER four members of
aMumbeai family died allegedly
after eating watermelon, the
Maharashtra Food and Drug
Administration’s (FDA) prelim-
inary tests on samples from
their home—watermelon, bi-
ryani, water, and spices—have
found no signs of adulteration,
an official said.

The police are now awaiting
the report from the Kalina
Forensic Science Laboratory
(FSL), which will determine
whether the deaths were
caused by food poisoning re-
sulting from bacterial growth
leading to food poisoning or by
the ingestion of a toxic sub-
stance, the official added.

A senior official, speaking
on condition of anonymity,
said that while the FDA tests for
adulteration in food items, de-
terminingbacterial contamina-
tion or poisoning falls under
the purview of forensic analy-
sis. “Only the FSL report will es-
tablish whether the deaths
were due to bacterial growth

causing food poisoning or due
to poisoning,” the official ex-
plained.

The deaths of Abdulla Do-
kadia, 44, his wife Nasreen, 35,
and their daughters Ayesha, 16,
and Zainab, 12, occurred within
hours of each other on April 26,
after the family reportedly de-
veloped vomiting and rapidly
lost consciousness.

Accordingto Sir JJHospital
records and doctors, the family
consumed watermelon around
1-1.30 am on April 26 at home
and soon after, they developed
vomiting and sought treatment
from a local doctor. By early
morning, their condition had
deteriorated sharply. Doctors
said three of them were
brought in a semi-conscious
state, whereas the youngest
daughter was brought dead.

The FDA had collected 11
samples from the deceased
family’s home that included
leftover watermelon and bi-
ryani stored in the refrigerator,
pulao from utensils, raw
chicken from the freezer,
kitchen ingredients such as
spices and rice, among others.

Undertrial alleges
assaultedinjail

Mumbai: Anundertrial lodged
in Taloja Central Jail ap-
proached the special court Sat-
urday claiming he was as-
saulted in jail by staffers as he
had complained against them.
The court has directed the Ad-
ditional Director General of
Prisonstohold an inquiry, take
suitableaction and submitare-
port within a month. Sarvar
Khan, an accused in an organ-
ised crime case, filed a plea be-
fore the court seeking an in-
quiry. ENS
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Kotak Bank Q4 PAT up 13.4%

KSHIPRA PETKAR
Mumbai, May 2

KOTAK MAHINDRA BANK'S
net profit for the quarter ended
Marchwasup 13.4% onyearto
34,027 crore on the back of
improving income and a fall in
provisions.

Analystshad pegged thebot-
tom line for the private sector
bankat 3,784 crore,according
to Bloomberg estimates.

The net interest income
(NII) of the lender was up 8%
onyearto 7,872 crore,higher
than the Bloomberg estimate of
X7,634 crore,forthereporting
quarter. The other income
moderated by 2% on year to
3,116 crore. However, on a
sequential basis, the other
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(Fcr)  Q4FY25  Q4FY26

Net interest income

Operating profit
5,472

5,855

Net profit
3,552
4,027

income rose almost 10%.
The net interest margins
inched up from4.54%in Octo-

DMart Q4 profit,
revenuerise 19%o

VIVEAT SUSAN PINTO
Mumbai, May 2

AVENUE SUPERMARTS, THE
operator of the DMart chain of
stores in India, on Saturday
reported a consolidated net
profit of X657 crore for the
March quarter (Q4) of FY26,
marking a jump of 19.2%
year-on-year (YoY) from I551
crore reported ayear ago.

Thenet profitisattributable
to the equity holders of the
firm. However, Q4 bottomline
was below street estimates of
X806 crore for the period.

Sequentially, the retailer
reported a 23.3% decline in
net profit and a 2.3% dip in
revenue versus the December
quarter(Q3),pointing toa con-
trast in performance between
the year-on-year and sequen-
tial periods.

The company’s consoli-
dated revenue also grew 19%
YoYtoX17,684 crorein Q4 ver-
sus ¥14,872 crore reported in
the same period last year. Q4
topline was ahead of street
estimates 0f 16,412 crore,on
a spike in buying, especially
in March.

The firm said that geopo-
litical tensions led to a tem-
porary spurt in consumer

Mobiles go abuzz
with launch of cell
broadcast alert

MOBILE PHONES ACROSS
the country went abuzz

after Union Telecom Minister
Jyotiraditya Scindia launched
the cell broadcast alert
system on Saturday that

will warn citizens about
emergency and natural
disasters in their area. The
DoT had already alerted
citizens about the trial run of
the service on April 29. —PTI

Net leasing of
office spaces
in NCR down
60% in Ql: JLL

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, May 2

DELHI-NCR'S OFFICE market
remained subdued during Jan-
uary-March with net leasing
of workspaces falling 60% to
1.5 million square feet due
tolower new supply,according
toJLLIndia.

Real estate consultant JLL
India data showed that the
gross leasing of office spacesin
Delhi-NCR fell 28% in Janu-
ary-March (Q4) to 3 million sq
ft from 4.2 million sq ft in the
year-ago period. Net leasing of
office spaces fell 60% to 1.5
million sq ft from 3.7 million
sq ft. Gross leasing refers to all
lease transactions recorded
during the period, including
confirmed pre-commitments.
It does not include term
renewals.

Netabsorptionis calculated
asthenewfloor space occupies
less floor space vacated. Floor
space that is pre-committed is
not considered to be absorbed
until it is physically occupied.

JLL India said that the
fresh supply of office spaces
fell 1.39 million sq ft in Q4
from 2.9 million sq ft in the
corresponding period of the
preceding year. JLL noted that
the long-term fundamentals
of Delhi-NCR’s office market
remain intact and leasing
activitiesare expected torisein
coming quarters.
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Consolidated financials

(T crore)
Q4FY25 Q4FY26
Chg (%, y-0-y)

p
o N =B
o = 3 Te)
Revenue Ebitda Net profit
18.9 26.7 19.2

Source: Company results

buying in March, which nor-
malised toward the end of the
month. It said that its opera-
tions did not face any signifi-
cant supply chain disruptions
due to the Iran war.

The company reported a
strong operating performance
for Q4,with consolidated earn-
ings before interest tax depre-
ciation and amortisation
(Ebitda) rising 26.7% YoY to
31,211 crore from 955 crore
reported last year.

TCS case: Nashik
court rejects
anticipatory bail

A COURT IN Nashik on
Saturday rejected the
anticipatory bail application
of Nida Khan, an accused

in a case related to alleged
sexual harassment and
forcible religious
conversion at the Nashik
unit of TCS, after the
prosecution stressed

the need for her custodial
interrogation. —PTI

Growth (%, y-o-y)

8.1

7.0

Gross NPAs

13.4 19

ber-Decemberto4.67%inJan-
uary-March. Devang Ghee-
wala, chief financial officer of

Gross NPAs (%)

0.31 0.25

Net NPAs (%)

the bank said that going for-
ward he expects to see a more
gradual decline in margins.
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No prior nod for BRICS Bank investments: Govt

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, May 2

THE GOVERNMENT, WHILE
notifying rules affirming prior
government approval for For-
eign Direct Investment (FDI)
from countries sharing land
borders with India, has kept
the New Development Bank
(NDB) or BRICS Bank out of
thisregime.

The notification by Depart-
ment of Economic Affairs

(DEA) making changes to the
Foreign Exchange Manage-
ment (Non-Debt Instruments)
Rules has said, a Multilateral
Bank or Fund, of which Indiais
a member, shall not be treated
as an entity of a particular
country nor shall any country
be treated as the beneficial
owner of the investments of
such Bank or Fund in India.”
The NDB was founded by
Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa and all members

agreed tohold 20% each in that
bank. While the BRICShastaken
onothermembers,theirentryin
the NDB is awaited. The NDB’s
portfolio in India includes over
$7.5billioninapproved projects,
focusingon transport,watersan-
itation,and clean energy.Most of
it comes via debt, The bank also
operated a regional office in
GIFT City Gujarat.

The notification opera-
tionalises the Cabinet decision
of March 10which said thatifan

investing entity or persons from
countries sharing land border
with India hold less than 10%
shares and exercise no control
then they will be out of the
purviewof Press Note 3 of 2020.

That Press Note had put all
investment from countries
sharing land border with India
on government approval route
to prevent opportunistic
takeover of Indian companies
when theirvaluations fell at the
start of Covid pandemic.
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