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Delhi ‘doubles’ capex, keeps
~5.1K cr for women payouts
ARCHISMOHAN
NewDelhi, 25March

Delhi Chief Minister
Rekha Gupta on
Tuesdaypresenteda~1

trillion Budget for FY26, and
this outlay for the Union
Territory(UT)isa31.57percent
increase over that in the pre-
vious year.

For FY25, the Budget, pre-
sented by the government run
bytheAamAadmiParty(AAP),
hadanoutlayof ~76,000crore.

In the newly elected
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
government’s first Budget,
Gupta, who holds the finance
portfolio, highlighted that she
had doubled capital expendi-
ture to ~28,000 crore (capex
allocation was ~15,089 crore in
theFY25Budget ). Shesaidher
government would focus on
infrastructure development,
the cleaning of the Yamuna,
and women’s economic
empowerment.

The chief minister said the
~1 lakhcrorewouldbefinanced
fromthetaxrevenueof~68,700
crore, non-tax revenue of ~750
crore, small savings of ~15,000
crore, central road fund of
~1,000 crore, centrally spon-
sored schemes of ~4,128 crore,
grants-in-aid from the Centre
of~7,348croreandtherestfrom

theopeningbalance.
Gupta said the Budget had

allocated 72 per cent for reve-
nue and 28 per cent for capital
expenditure.

The Budget has allotted
~6,874 crore for the health sec-
tor (down from ~8,685 crore in
2024-25Budget), includingthe
setting up of health and well-
nesscentresandexpandingthe
AyushmanArogyaMandir ini-
tiative. It has provided ~12,952
crore for the transport sector,
up from ~9,337 crore (2024-25
Budget) and ~5,100 crore has
been earmarked for the ~2,500
monthly allowance to eligible

women,akeyelectionplankof
the BJP. The Budget set aside
~10 crore for a site on the out-
skirts of the UT to relocate the
Tihar Jail complex. Leader of
Opposition Atishi, who as the
UT’s financeministerpresent-
ed the FY25 Budget, accused
the BJP government of “delib-
erately” not presenting the
Economic Survey.

“If the government truly
had ~1 lakh crore in revenue, it
wouldn’t have hesitated to
present the Economic Survey
in the Assembly. They hid it
because the numbers would
expose the truth behind this

hollowBudget,” she said.
Atishi said the govern-

ment’s Budget had cut alloca-
tions for essential sectors like
education, health, andmunic-
ipalservices,sayingtheBudget
revealed the government’s
“intent to weaken public serv-
ices”. “For the first time in 10
years, the education Budget
has fallenbelow20percent (of
the total), showing their (the
BJP’s) agenda to destroy gov-
ernment schools. Health
spending has also been cut to
13 per cent — lowest in a dec-
ade — to dismantle free treat-
ment for thepoor,” she said.

Over12,900new
cooperativesset
upin2yrs:Shah

TNgivenmoreMGNREGAfunds
thanUP,GovttellsLokSabha

Panelurgesshippingministrytoaddresscontainercrisis

Atotalof12,957newmulti-
purposeprimaryagricultural
creditsocieties,dairy,and
fisherycooperativesocieties
havebeenestablishedacross
Indiainthepasttwoyears,
CooperationMinisterAmit
ShahtoldParliamenton
Tuesday. Inawrittenreplyto
theLokSabha,Shahsaidthe
governmentapprovedaplanin
February2023tostrengthenthe
cooperativemovementand
expanditsreachtothe
grassroots. PTI

TheLokSabhaonTuesday
extendedthetenureofthe
parliamentarycommittee
scrutinisingthetwobills
forsimultaneouselections
tillthefirstdayofthelast
weekofParliament's
Monsoonsession.The
JointCommitteeof
ParliamentChairmanPP
Chaudharymovedthe
motionfortheextensionin
theHouse,anditwaspassed
withavoicevote. PTI

ParlpassesBill
tooverhaul
boilerlaw
TheLokSabhaonTuesday
passedtheBoilersBill,2024,
whichaimstoregulate
boilersafety,prevent
explosions,andensure
uniformregistration.The
Billrepealsthecentury-old
BoilersAct,1923,andwas
previouslypassedbytheRSin
Decemberlastyear.Itseeksto
decriminalisesevenoffenses,
promoteeaseofdoing
business,andmandatethat
onlyqualifiedpersonnel
undertakeboilerrepairs. PTI

TamilNadureceivedmorefundsthanUttarPradesh
underMGNREGAinonefinancialyear,despiteits
populationbeingsignificantlysmaller,Union
MinisterChandraSekharPemmasaniinformedtheLok
SabhaonTuesday,promptingstrongprotestsfromDMK
MPs.TheUnionMinisterofStateforRuralDevelopment
saidtheCentralgovernmenthasneverdiscriminated
againstanystateinreleasingMGNREGAfunds.During
QuestionHour,Pemmasanialsoallegedmultipleinstances
offundmisappropriationinWestBengalunderthescheme,
statingthat“multiplethingswentwrong”inits
implementation. PTI

Thegovernmenthasrecovered~416crorefromineligible
farmersunderthePM-KISANschemesinceitslaunchin
2019,AgricultureMinisterShivrajSinghChouhantoldthe
LokSabha.ChouhansaidtheCentrehasdisbursedover~3.68
trilliontofarmersin19installmentssincethescheme’s
inception.Initially,itoperatedonatrust-basedsystem,where
statesregisteredbeneficiariesonaself-certificationbasis. PTI

Amidconstantmaritimethreatsarising
outofgeopoliticaldevelopmentsanda
recentcontainercrisis,theparliamentary
standingcommitteeontransport,tourism
andcultureonTuesdaycalledfor
immediateattentiontothedisruptionin
containerlogisticsandaskedtheshipping
ministrytoworkonasolution.“The
CommitteestronglyurgestheMinistryto

implementcomprehensivedigitaltracking
platformsforreal-timemonitoringof
containermovementsacrossallmajorports.
Furthermore,theCommitteerecommends
establishingadedicatedMaritimeResponse
Unittoaddresscontingenciesarisingfrom
geopoliticaldisruptionsalongkeyshipping
routes,”itsaid.
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LSextends
tenureofONOE
committee

Shivraj:Govtrecovered~416crfrom
ineligiblePM-KISANbeneficiaries

IN THE HOUSE

Wheat procurement season
off to a strong start
Wheatprocurementforthe2025-
26marketingyearhasstartedona
strongnote,signallingapositive
outlookfortheentireseasonifthe
momentumcontinues.Sofar,
procurementhasbegunin
MadhyaPradeshandRajasthan,
withPunjabandHaryanasetto
followinApril. Datashowsthatas
ofnow,around145,512tonnesof
wheathavebeenprocuredinMP
—higherthanthe14,233tonnes
procuredduringthesameperiod
lastyear.Thestatehasannounced

abonusof~125perquintalover
theCentre-fixedMSPof~2,425per
quintalfor2025-26.Rajasthan
hasalsodeclaredabonusof~150
perquintalovertheMSP.The
governmenthasprojected
productionfor2025-26tohita
recordhighofover115mt,upfrom
113.29mtthisyear.The
governmenthasdirectedtraders,
wholesalers,retailersand
processorstodeclarewheat
inventorieseveryFridayfrom
April1. SANJEEB MUKHERJEE

TAKING
STOCK
Wheat
procurement
in tonnes
(Till Mar 23, 2025)

FY25 FY26 Y-o-Y chg in %
Punjab 0 0 -
Haryana 0 0 -
UP 0 11 -
MP 14,233 145,512 922.36
Rajasthan 635 2,797 340.47
Total 14,868 148,329 897.64

Note: Procurement from middle of March; Punjab and Haryana wheat procurement will begin
from April 1 Source: FCI

Housepanel
rapsMoRTH
overquality
ofhighways
DHRUVAKSH SAHA
NewDelhi,25March

Theparliamentary standingcommitteeon trans-
port, tourism and culture on Tuesday slammed
the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) over continued inadequacies in high-
wayconstructionand the reasonsgiven for them.
The panel also asked the ministry why errant
contractors continued to get projects.

In its report on the ministry’s demand for
grants for 2025-26, the committee said it wel-
comed the inclusion of defect liability clauses
for highway contracts.

However, it also observed the “inconsistent
enforcement,” with some contractors failing to
undertake repairs without penalty.

“It also raises concerns over firms with a
recordofpoor constructioncontinuing to receive
new contracts. The committee, therefore, rec-
ommends stricter enforcementofdefect liability
clauses. The ministry should implement differ-
entiated contracting approaches with extended
defect liabilityperiodsmodelledafter the success
of build, operate and transfer (BOT) and hybrid
annuity model (HAM) contracts, which have
demonstrated superior roadconditionoutcomes
by maintaining contractor responsibility for
maintenance,” it said.

Thecommittee recommended to theministry
a tiered-ratingapproach for contractors—some-
thing that the ministry last year said it has
beenworking on. The rating for contractors will
determine eligibility and preference in future
contracts.

Additionally, the proposed public registry of
non-compliant contractors should include
standardisedperformancemetrics, documented
defects, remediation timelines, and compliance
history.Thiswill enablemeaningful comparison
across firms, the panel told theministry.

Committee calls for national heat plan

DELHI’S 'BIGGEST' BUDGET
TOTALOUTLAY:

~1trilliona31.57%
increaseoverFY25

nYamunacleanup

~500cr
allocated,modelled
after theSabarmati
RiverfrontProject

nTransport sector:

~12,952cr,up
from~9,337crore inFY25

nWomen’swelfare:

~5,100crfor
~2,500monthly
allowancetoeligible
women

nHealthcare:

~6,874crallocated,
downfrom~8,685crore in
FY25

nPollutioncontrol:

~300crearmarkedfor
anti-pollutionmeasures

nCapex:Doubledto

~28,000cr

The parliamentary committee has recommended a slew of measures,
including a national Heat Action Plan (HAP), allocation of more funds
for environment, education, awareness, research and skill development,
ensuring the survival of planted saplings, and greater utilisation of funds
to control pollutionand implementother central schemes to fight climate
change. On climate change, the committee said it is a global concern and
India needs to be especially vigilant. BS REPORTER

Record Date for Distribution

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the Trustees of Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund have approved Friday, March
28, 2025*, as the Record Date for declaration of distribution under the Income Distribution cum Capital
Withdrawal (IDCW) option in the following scheme, subject to availability of distributable surplus on the Record
Date:

Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited(Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund) Registered Office: One World Center, Tower 1, 17th Floor, Jupiter Mills, Senapati
Bapat Marg, Elphinstone Road, Mumbai - 400 013. Tel.: 4356 8000. Fax: 4356 8110/8111. CIN: L65991MH1994PLC080811

The NAV of the scheme, pursuant to pay out of distributionwould fall to the extent of payout and statutory
levy (if applicable).

#As reduced by the amount of applicable statutory levy. *or the immediately following Business Day if that day
is a non-business day.

All unitholders whose names appear in the Register of Unitholders / Beneficial owners under the IDCW option of
the said scheme as at the close of business hours on the Record Date shall be eligible to receive the distribution
so declared.

Place : Mumbai

For Aditya Birla Sun Life AMC Limited
(Investment Manager for Aditya Birla Sun Life Mutual Fund)
Sd/-
Authorised Signatory

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks, read all scheme related documents carefully.

Date : March 25, 2025

Name of the Scheme Plans/Option
Quantum of Distribution
per unit# on face value of

Rs. 10/- per unit

NAV as on
March 24,
2025 (Rs.)

Aditya Birla Sun Life Dynamic Bond Fund

(An open ended dynamic debt scheme
investing across duration. A relatively high
interest rate risk and relatively high credit risk)

Direct Plan –
Quarterly IDCW

Regular Plan –
Quarterly IDCW

0.1735

0.1701

11.0528

10.8180

Regd. Office: PSEB Head Office, The Mall Patiala- 147001
Corporate Identity No. U40109PB2010SGC033813,

Website: www.pspcl.in Contact No. 96461-20460
Tender Enquiry no.1781/CS&HMMC/O&M/PC-2658 Dated: 25.03.2025

Chief Engineer / O&M (P&P Cell-I), GHTP, Lehra Mohabbat- 151111, Distt. Bathinda
invites E-tender for the Procurement of Flap Gates for conveyor system of Stage-I
&II. Quantity as per NIT. For detailed NIT & tender specifications, please refer to
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in from dated 25.03.2025 from 17:00 hrs. onwards.
Note: Corrigendum & addendum, if any will be published online at
https://eproc.punjab.gov.in
76155/12/4058/2023/42947 GHTP-23/25


